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of the patient in the general anaesthesia arm may have influenced the results. One
limitation of our study is that the intervention and control groups were not randomized.
This was due to the fact that the patients' surgeon decided to allocate patients for the
two methods. There was no strict protocol for the anaesthesia of the intervention group
in our study. There was one period of CO~2~ insufflation after induction but no
insufflation after termination of the operation. In our hands, hypercapnia
(PaCO~2~\>50 mm Hg) with mild to moderate pain is not associated with increased
risk. However, we cannot exclude the possibility of PaCO~2~ levels being more than

50 mm Hg in some of the patients. Assessment of QoR-40 {#Secl0} -------------------- All
patients were assessed preoperatively and then on POD 1, 2, 3, and 7. The effect of the
intervention was observed from the first day of surgery to POD 7. The results of QoR-40
were good and there was no difference between the two groups. One of the advantages
of the preoperative patient satisfaction questionnaire is that it makes a comparison
between different groups pre- and post-operatively easier \[[@CR11]\]. Comparison of
QoR-40 with other studies {#Secl11} Some authors have
used the QoR-40 questionnaire pre- and post-operatively and found a poor outcome,
with large differences between the pre- and post-operative scores \[[@CR9]\]. Hence,
the use of the pre-operative QoR-40 may be insufficient to measure patient satisfaction.
In our case, the fact that scores were not different on POD 7 may be linked to the fact
that post-operative pain was assessed pre-operatively and not after the patient was
discharged from the hospital. It has been shown that the patients suffer the most pain
on the first 3 post-operative days \[[@CR10]\]. The mid- to long-term (PODs 3--7) impact
of anaesthesia-associated problems (e.g., post-operative pain) on patient satisfaction
has not been studied much. One of the reasons could be that the QoR-40 questionnaire
has not been used in long-term studies. In a large study, post-operative pain at POD 1
was found
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