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was amazed. in the village this morning, and they found her wrapped up and gone. It was a
dreadful thing to find, Miss, and what did you suppose happened?" asked Harriet. "I didn't
know what to believe," said Miss Frere. "But they think she went off in a fit of passion, as she
used to say?" said Harriet. "Passion!" repeated the governess. "Well, well, | can hardly think
it of her. It's dreadful!" "Oh, it's dreadful!" repeated Harriet. "She was always so steady and
calm," said the governess, "that | couldn't believe she should have left us in that way, and
one can't be really prepared for such a thing. I'd rather she'd come to grief in a street
robbery. But, of course, that's impossible. | can't think what has happened to her. | wish we
could have some news. The people at the Vicarage say they heard she was here the evening
before last, because she talked of coming to see us, but after that we heard no more." "l
expect she'll come back when she misses dinner," said Mrs. Smith, getting up. "She'll be
sure to come," said Harriet, rising. "We'll all go and call on her." "No, no," said Miss Frere. "I
will go to the Vicarage." She went, and a letter was sent off that evening by post to the girl's
aunt, telling what had happened, and asking her to send immediately. The aunt replied that
she was staying at her country house in order to attend a wedding, and would come to
Babbidge next day. This letter was brought to Miss Frere, who read it in her sitting-room,
thinking over everything that had happened. "How is little Elsie?" she asked, as she sat
down to her book. "She's quite well," said Miss Marrable. "The doctor said at first she would
hardly live, but now she
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